[OAH: EXFANDING THE EOSENCE

) Arrroel~ St Ovmesh

Ibn Ezra and B'chor Shor render nin as the hislgry, so th{:l
the primary subject of the chapter is not his family, but his
life story as it relates to the flood and its aftermath.

313 — In his generations. There are different in!erpret§~
tions of the phrase in his generations: Some Saqes'mamtam
that it is in his praise: Noah was righteous evenlnhmmm
generation; how much more righteous would he have been
had he lived in a truly righteous generation — if he had r}gd
the companionship and inspiration of Abraham! P:ccordl;ng
to others, however, it is critical of him — only in his genera-
tigns, by comparison with his extremely wicked contempo:
raries, did Noah stand out as a riqhteow_a_m_b_u}_hgﬂ_'h:__‘
lived in the time of Abraham he would have been insig-
nificant (Rashi). Accordingly, the righteous of gach gen-
eration must be judged in terms of their own time (Sefer

HaParshiyos).
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NOAH, THE RIGHTEOUS MAN

It is stated in the name of the Zohar that a person who-

commits a sin or fails to observe a positive commandment
is considered as one who robbed the Shechina.” The expla-
nation is as follows. Everything that we observe in our
world is, as we know, a 4e/i (an instrument given to us to
use in the service of Hashem. This is why it was created.
For example: the wealth of the rich man is given to him so
that he, in turn, can give charity. This charity, in reality,
belongs to the poor. If he fails to give it, he is thought to be
“robbing the poor.” This is what Yesha'ya meant when he
said: “What you have robbed from the poor is in your
houses.”" What you have in your houses was intended for
the poor and if you deprive them of it, God counts this as
robbery—not only robbery from the poor but robbery, as
it were, from God Himself. God entrusts wealth to a per-
son as an instrument for fulfilling the mitzva of tsedaka. 1f
a person betrays His trust and takes it for himself and his

i
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pleasures, this is robbery.

Similarly, everything which is given to us by Hashem
1s not given for the purpose of gratifying physical desires,
but for serving Hashem. Diverting that gift from its
proper purpose leads to our limiting God’s bounty. Bless-
ing fails to come to us, because “blessing” means increas-
ing our means of serving Hashem.'" Such are the
conscquences of “robbery”; only by repentance can one
restore the object to its rightful owner.

Parasha Noah
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ONE’S PORTION IN THIS WORLD

Our Rabbis tell us that before an embryo is formed, an
angel brings the fertilized ovum before God and asks:
“What shall this drop be: strong or weak, wise or foolish,
rich or poor? He does not ask righteous or unrighteous,
because this will be the person’s own choice.”"” Before a
person is created, the instruments which he will be given
—his kelim—are decided in Heaven in accordance with
the task he will be called upon to perform in this world,;
that 1s, in accordance with his portion in the service of
Hashem. All his gifts, his physical and mental abilities, as
\&ﬂas all the material means at his disposal, are given to
him to enable him to fulfill his portion. In addition, say
our Rabbis, he is put on oath before his birth “to be a zsad-
dik and not a rasha'.” That is, his task is to use all these in-
struments justly and fairly. Tsaddik means one who is just
and fair. One who robs and betrays a person’s trust is the
opposite of a tsaddik.

« And so it is with all the instruments we are given. Our
eyes are given to us to aid us in doing mitzvot and reading
the words of the Torah. Our ears are given to us to listen
to the words of the living God. Similarly, all the limbs of
our body are given to us to use for the sake of Heaven.

b

A person is called a rsaddik only if he is aware that.every-
thing in the.world is for the service of Hashem and he di-
verts nothing from its proper purpose. Such was the level
of Noah , of whom it is said: “Noah was a perfect tsad
dik.”""|“These are the generations of Noah: Noah was...”'

Y

' Noah, there is no dispute. The disagreement is only with
reference to the meaning of the phrase “in his genera-
tions.”

But there is a different difficulty. In the Midrash

Tanbuma,?" a statement appears which seems to contradict

what we have just said:

Why is the name Noah repeated> God replies: To sat-
isfy all those who come into the world [about Noah’s
true character], so that no one should think that he was
a tsaddik only in his generation. God [by this repetition]
tells us that He considered him the equivalent of Avra-
ham... Just as the Torah repeats the name of Avraham??
and similarly the name Ya‘akov? and Mosheh?* and
Shemuel, so does it repeat the name of Noah, in order
to equate him with the tsaddikim.

k’ It seems clear that the Midrash equates Noah to Avra-
ham, even in his present state. The phrase “to equate him
with the tsaddikim” is also puzzling. Surely not all zsad-
dikim are on precisely the same level.

3

Each person has a particular portion in this task.

" We have explained above that everyone is given the in-
struments precisely suited to his individual task. In con-
nection with this task, a man’s helpmate is selected. as
well as every detail of his physical environment. “Forty
days before the embryo is formed, a heavenly voice pro-
claims: ‘The daughter of so-and-so [is destined to marry]
so-and-so; the house of so-and-so [is destined to g0 10]
so-and-so; and similarly, the field of so-and-so [will go] to

so-and-so’.”?” All of these are instruments a person needs
to fulfill his life’s purpose according to the portion allot-
ted to his soul. (How foolish are those who query the ap-
parent comparison of the wife to the house and field!
They fail to grasp that the whole environment surround-
ing a person, both personal and material, is fixed in accor-
dance with his spiritual requirements.) This total
environment, provided for everyone in keeping with his
or her life task, 1s what our Rabbis refer to as a person’s
mazal **

A person is not called a zsaddik if he takes for himself
eyen one tiny bit of all that is given to him. On the con-
trary, a #saddik returns it all to his Creator by using it—all
of it—solely for the purpose of glorifying God, which is
the purpose of his existence. He does not steal a moment
or appropriate one penny of his possessions for his own
selfish purposes. He is on a tremendous madrega indeed!
In this sense all saddikim are equal.

~

THE HASSID ENLARGES HIS PORTION

All that we have said above defines the madrega of a tsad-
dik. But a person can change his mazal. “One who changes
his place, changes his mazal.”” This can be for better or

for worse. A person can change his place in a spiritual

gense, and consequently, his physical environment and
the instruments provided to him may also change corre-
spondingly.

A person may broaden his mazal and reach levels be-
yond those originally envisaged as his allotted portion. A
person may “take his portion and the portion of his neigh-
bor in Gan ‘Eden.”" “The portion of his neighbor” means
the portion allocated to his neighbor, who has failed to use
it appropriately. We find this in connection with Avra-
ham, who took the portions of all the ten generations
which preceded him.*!

Originally Avraham's mazal was to be Av-ram, the
[spiritual] father of the area in the Middle East called
Aram. But he broadened his vistas and succeeded in be-
coming Av-raham, the spiritual father of all the mulu-
tudes of humanity.’? He thus acquired the whole purpose
of creation-as his-portion. -

* Now the matter is clear. So far as completing their por-
tion in this world is concerned, all zsaddikim are equal. If
anyone did not fulfill any part of his task, he would not be
a tsaddik. After all, a tsaddik is someone who completes the
whole of his allotted task. But there are levels above this.
A tsaddik can add to his portion, as we have seen above;
and 1t is in this respect that Noah is compared unfavora-
bly to Avraham. If Noah had lived during Avraham’s time
and had completely fulfilled his task, he still would not
have measured up to Avraham. Avraham revealed the
glory of Hashem in such a supreme way that his extended
portion embraced the portions of all the people in the
world over a period of ten generations. However, regard-
ing the completion of his allotted rask, Noah was equal to

* = all the other rsaddikim.

14 But can this be called a “disgrace™?* Is it a disgrace for |

someone not to achieve more than the task which was as-
signed to him at his creation® We learn from here that it is
indeed a disgrace, for it diminishes the honor of Hashem.
If there is even a possibility we can honor Hashem mare,
how can we not do it?> This is what the Torah hints at in
its description of Noah. It is indeed demanded of a tsaddik
not only to complete his individual task using all of his
abilities, but it is also demanded that he broaden his task
using the additional powers which would be granted to

"k- him from heaven for this new purpose.



lo
To fulfill one’s task completely makes a person a zsad-
dik. To strive to do more that his allotted task makes a per-
son a hassid. It was in this way that Avraham’s greatness
exceeded that of Noah's. |

\5 Noah was in danger of being swept away by the
Flood—that is, of being swept away by the spirit of his
times—and he was saved by entering the Ark. On another
level, the flood posed no danger. This was the level of
Egetz Yisrael, over which the Flood had no power at all’
This higher level is represented by the type of utter devo-
tion to hessed shown by Avraham Avinu, who suffered
mental anguish because the heat of the day prevented
wayfarers from approaching his tent.

There is a kind of hessed which is felt as a duty. A person
practices hessed when he has to, but he does not feel miser-
able if no opportunity for hessed presents itself. Such a per-
son may be called a tsaddik—“Noah was a complete
tsaddik”’—but not a hassid. Only Avraham Avinu achieved
this supreme form of devotion to hessed. It was in merit for
this that he was given Eretz Yisrael.

\L‘f The essence of Eretz Yisrael is the extremely clear vi-
sion which comes from receiving divine bounty directly
from Hashem. It is said of Eretz Yisrael that this is “the i
land which Hashem seeks out... His eyes are continually
upon it from the beginning of the year to the end of the
year.”® Who is aware of this? Only one on the level of
completely selfless hessed, for only a person steeped In
hessed can see the continual hessed of Hashem. (A person
;ee§ the world only in terms of his own inner. being.) On
this level, there is no possibility of being overwhelmed by
a flood. But Noah, on his level, was not able to gain the
refuge of Eretz Yisrael. He needed to be saved by the Ark,
that is to say, by an intensive program of training in active

hessed, as explained above.
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No’ach devoted 120 years of his life providing a graphic stimu- onk_oX uwo wb ownb m ok v

lus tq repenta'nce. Why then do our Sages hold him culpable? And X TN Pnw P80 Tm5S g
why indeed did he not beseech the Almighty for the people’s sake? PrY_omann 2N XX nam ymn
A passage from the prophet Michah wil] help us reconcile these 2Arn M o nom 10X w1 apyn

difficulties:
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‘Who is a God like You, Who forgives iniquity and passes over 5??1311::1 e 18, e e
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the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not » KW M ,m1 5513 w2 Simn

maintain His anger forever, for He desires loving kindness.
He shall return and grant us compassion,; He shall hide our
iniquities, and You shall cast into the depths of the sea all
their sins. You have given truth to Ya'akov, loving kindness

il
to Avraham, which You swore to our forefathers from days of 99pnmb Yow o XX MR Doywan ,
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" The profound ethical book Tomer Devorah explains that these nRoSuny mbyn mon oo XYw
three verses contain thirteen qualities. We will deal with the last one /s

of these qualities, that of DTR M.

This is the attribute with which God conducts Himself towards o ‘
the Jewish nation when their merit and all other mitigating
factors fail, and they are unworthy. What course of action can
the Almighty then take?

The verse states (Yirmiyah 2:1). ;
wards you in your youth, the love for you on the day of vour
marriaige.... " God recalls the dgys of old and the love He once
felt towards His people, and His compassion is aroused. He
remembers all the commandments they have fulfilled from the
beginning of their nationhood, and all the good qualirie‘? with
which God conducts His world. From all these, God fashions a
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special treasure with which to show them compassion. ~ oy X
A person should strive to improve his conduct towards oth- - Al 5= 5(-‘ DD ,/‘ ? ' =

ers. For even if he cannot find a logical reason for showing P78 0NV 12N PR ONIY 130 IND NN

love and compassion to his fellow, he should say, ~There was WOUN K (910N TY) MY _TIND WY D0N

surely a time when they had not yet sinned, and in that time or 3930 NNN DNOYW INT MNAN TN N DY

in former days they were worthy.” He should recall the love of DIYYY NN NANN P POY DN ,NIVN

“those just weaned.” This way he will not find a single person g ND OV, PVUYND LN ND TN AN MY

unworthy of kindness, prayer, or compassion.”® I N) ON ) NANN ON 0DV SN

‘25 No’ach is described as an Dmn P1¥ WX, an upright and righ- 1mnavn

teous individual. The word p>T¥ implies acting strictly in accordance P18 N MY DY Mtn WN DRI
with the letter of the law. A person in this catezofv will not feel NTAYa poW PN XY DPN YIN 0NN
compassion towards one who does not legitimately deserve it. WY DIND W3 939 DDI9Y_DPINY NP

[t was because of this characteristic that No’ach could not pray NTNA MY 0NRNN PN ONY ,NMIY DN
wholeheartedly for a civilization which he felt was undeserving. M NNY NTIN DOWIN NN 2NN DY
Hammer onto nail, with every bang No’ach weuld try to return the MWD N9 PYTN PN T 090wl I
people to God. And, once they had elevated themselves sufficiently, 595 DPPY PN NI NIDD_NTNOWIN INYY \%
No’ach would find them deserving of his prayers on their behalf. IMIMVNN DTN N 12 NI NN IDIND
No’ach spent 120 years toiling to present a genuine prayer on behalf PRIMT AW KON J0NYOWI  INTaya
of the nation. Prayer is defined as “service of the heart,” and requires PDY NI DYHWY DM3T NN DOV
heartfelt emotion to qualify as the optimum act of prayer. No’ach ' WownY NYW TN NNIND 00N DINIPI
had to develop a real compassion, which emanated from the core of
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his being, to facilitate a true act of prayer on behalf of the corrupt s
and perverted society in which he lived.
In contrast to No’ach, Avraham was called an 7pn wK. This term
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implies that he went beyond the strict dictates of the law. Indeed we
find he implored God on behalf of Sedom, those people who were
completely embroiled in evil. The necessary quality in this situation
was that trait elucidated above by the Tomer Devorah, of oTp mm
— “days of yore.” He searched for purity deep within the people of
Sedom, regardless of how far back he had to probe. For this very
reason, Avraham was able to beseech God to have mercy upon them.
He was able to recall the times when they possessed Godliness and
_ through this recollection, have compassion and pray for them.
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No’ach’s year-long sojourn in the ark served to rectify a slight
deficiency of his in the area of unconditional kindness and giving.
His test, to feed and care for a multitude of animals, was quite im-
possible. Apart from the duty of caring for his family members, he
now had to meet the many different requirements of caring for these
multifarious species. This was a year replete with arduous tasks,
straining No’ach to the limit.

The result: God brought the Job to its completion by bestowing
Divine aid. After his unbelievable exertion in the ark, God gave
No’ach the assistance to obtain levels which were previously out of
his reach.

There is a principle of mwynn 17 0y 927, the repetition of
a physical action makes a profound impression on one’s essence,
changing the person. No’ach, during this year of constant giving,
underwent a metamorphosis from an 277X WK, a man of justice and
exactitude, to an TR WX, a man of kindness.

It was in this mode of giving that No’ach proceeded to build
anew world in a new form, reflected in the physical realm through
the sacrifices”that he offered. Mankind now carried the ability to
give for its own sake, by considering the 0Tp MM — “days of yore”
— of each individual. This was a result of No’ach’s intense work in
the ark.

As emphasized by the Tomer Devorah, it is this trait of 0OTR MM
which is vital for us to exercise in our lives, We must look at the
original purity of every Jew, the spark of Godliness that all possess.
Through this trait we become likened to our Creator and as in all
areas, when we work to acquire it, we will receive Divine aid to
progress further. The ramifications of cultivating this characteristic
not only affect a lone individual, but build the entire world. For it ‘
was through acquisition of the quality of D7 " that No’ach, in %
the days of old, built the world anew.
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3} Read

“Banim atem 1'Hashem Elokeichem,” the Torah tells us. “You are
children to Hashem, your God” (Devarim 14:1). Hashem has lost not
thousands or hundreds of thousands, but millions of His children.
Imagine the pain He feels. In the verse hasheiv teshivim, Hashem
exhorts us, “Please, bring back My children.”

In a nearly prophetic statement, the Ohr HaChaim, who lived
several hundred years ago, explains the verse as follows:

“If your Brother is not near you” refers to the final exile, which
is distant in terms of time, when the tribulations of exile will

cause people to feel that they “do not know Him.” They will
stray from Hashem and may be unsure of whether He exists,
as we see is the case in our generation.

If the Ohr HaChaim bemoans the people lost to Hashem in his
times, how would he describe our times?

What does the Torah command us to do in such times? The Ohr
HaChaim continues his elucidation of the verse:

“Gather it inside your house.” Gather those straying, wandering
souls into your house — the beis hamidrash [study hall] — and
teach them Torah and mitzvos. “It shall remain with you until
Your Brother inquires after it,” Hashem will eventually gather
up these souls, and consider it as if you returned them to Him.
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3§ You cannot imagineighe’ debt of gratitude a pérent teels toward
someone who returns his or her lost child. Out of supreme grati-
tude, they would literally do anything for the person. Extrapolate
once again to Hashem. How must He feel when He sees someone
returning one of His lost children, and how willing is He to do
anything for that person?

The Talmud states that if a person teaches Torah to the son of an
Torah-ignorant person, Hashem grants him the ability to nullify
all painful decrees, as the prophet Yirmiyahu said, “Im totzi yakar
mizoleil — if you shall bring forth an upright person from a si;mer,
kefi tihiyeh — then you shall be like My own mouth” (Yirmiyahu
15:19).

3‘1 Astonishingly, Hashem is so grateful to those who return lost
souls to Him that He rewards them by giving them as much power

to nullify decrees as He has to make them.

love, even when we do not express it verbally. Similarly, there are
ways that we can demonstrate our love for Hashem even if we feel
uncomfortable proclaiming it.

Commenting on the words Ve'ahavta eis Hashem Elokecha, Sifri
states, “Ahaveihu_al habriyos — make Hashem beloved by others.”
If it seems that my earlier comparison of love of Hashem to love
of our children or spouses was irreverent, listen to the way the
Rambam explains this Sifri: “Just as one who loves a person will

want others to be as enamored with him or her, so too, one who

truly loves Hashem will want others to love Him as well.”

Who is the prime example of a person who loved Hashem so
much that he spent his life sharing his love of Hashem with oth-
ers? The_Rambam concludes that we should follow. the teaching
of the Sifri and make Hashem beloved by others, “Like Avraham,
our forefather — as thé Torah states, ‘And the souls that they made
in Charan.” [These souls were the people who were taught by

Avraham and Sarah to recognize Hashem, serve Him, and love
Him.]

‘7LoThe Talmud (Sanhedrin 97a) states that the world as we know it
will exist for 6,000 years. The first 2,000 will be years of “nothing-
ness ((ohu)," the next 2,000 will be the years of Torah, and the final
2,000 will be the days of Mashiach.

When did the 2,000 years of Torah begin? An educated guess
would probably be that they began when the Torah was transmit-
ted to us at Sinai. A good guess, but incorrect. The Talmud states
that the 2,000 years of Torah began when Avraham Avinu began
to introduce the existence of Hashem to people-around the world.

Kesef Mishneh, considered one of the primary commentaries on
the Rambam, asks a_question. If we start counting the years of
Torah from Avraham Avinu, it would seem that he was the first one
tgteach Torah. We know, however, that Noach’s son and grandson, /

Shem and Eiver, had a yeshivah. Why don’t we start counting the

ears of Torah from them?
’ Shem and Eiver, answers the Kesef Mishneh, taught Torah to the

students who came to their yeshivah to seek the truth. But they di

not venture out into the wide open world and teach Torah to the
pagan masses as Avraham did. The era of Torah began only when
Torah became available to the masses. . .

In our day, we have witnessed a renaissance In spreading the
truth of Torah. There are organizations urging people to lt‘earn. daf
yomi, Mishnah yomi, Mishnah Berurah yomi, and those organizations

are doing important work. But if we keep Torah study in the con-~

fines of our shuls and batei midrash, then we cannot consifier our
times an era of Torah study. In order to qualify fo-r tbat title, we
must spread Torah to the masses who are thirsting for %t‘ \

4|
' ‘I think that we can follow Avraham Avinu’s lead in another area
related to kiruv.

Many people feel a desire to become involved in kiruv, but are

‘afraid to take the plunge because they think they will be asked
tough questions that they cannot answer: “Prove God’s existence”
or, “Why did God allow the Holocaust to happen’, or, “Why do
children die of cancer if God is loving and benevolent?”

They decide that since they do not know the answers to those
questions, they had better refrain from inviting these peopl? to
their homes. 4

There are two solutions to that problem. One is to go to a semi-
nar offered by organizations such as Project Inspire. You will be
taught how to answer the basic questions that you wiil be asked.

—P But the more profound and precise answer is that you don’t need
to know all the answers. Avraham Avinu did not necessarily suc-
ceed in kiruv because he knew all the answers. The Talmud relates
that Avraham Avinu would invite people into his tent, offer them a

~

"'gréod meal and a place to relax, and when they wanted to pay him

or to thank him, he would say, “Don’t thank me, thank the One
Who provides the food.”

Today, too, many experts in the kiruv field will tell you that the
Rebbetzin’s cholent is often a more convincing kiruv tool than the
Rabbi’s sermon. You may not have the answers to deep theological
questions, but you can share a Shabbos or a Yom Tov, and there
is nothing more powerful than taking part in an authentic Jewish
experience.

L

“Your problem,” said Rabbi Zohar, “is that you don't recognize
the full power of the Torah. The Torah sells itself; all you have to
do is make it available to those who are not able to learn ‘on their
own.”
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So we thrill to being single, alone and unique; and yet we
also thrill to becoming part of a larger whole. We respond in
these two opposite ways because that is exactly the nature
and purpose of the human experience: each of us is unique,
cosmically important; yet we achieve our uniqueness
precisely when we fit into a larger order perfectly.
Remarkably, it is exactly when we blend into the Universal
picture exactly as we should in terms of our private, unique
qualities and abilities that we thrill to the realization that no-
one else could fulfill this particular function, no-one else
could stand exactly here and do what must be done here. I fit
in perfectly so that I become indistinguishable as an

individual, and yet in so doing my individuality swells to the ‘

*proponions of the Universe. / am nothing, and yet I am
everything.

<O
This knowledge can illuminate your path and help you define

exactly what your role should be, exactly what your goal
should be, in this world.

In order to begin the path of genuine self-development, you

must learn to reject the mode of today’s culture .which sees
the world as existing to serve the individual’s self-interest.

2! look above
You must look beyond yourself and you must. ook abo
yourself. If you cannot become a part of that which is around
you and that which is above you, you can never become
greater than your own personal limits. If you cmot really
give of yourself to anyone or anything else, you will forever
be alone in your undeveloped smallness. When you have
begun to resolve the conflict of living as part gf a greater
reality and yet in that greater, expanded reality discover your
own individual uniqueness, you have begun to walk the long
road that leads to real maturity and real greatness.

So there are two phases: first, you must strive to dlscov.er
your uniqueness. What is your particulgr task?.Wh.at egs?ntlal
part of the world is yours to build? This question 1s_cr.mcally
important = a life spent pursuing some upreahstnc and
inappropriate goal is a life wasted, and worse, it t‘iarfrag_es the
entire world When that small and seemmgly insignificant
screw in that engine which we considered previously falls .out
of place and rattles around in the wrong part of the engine,
the entire engine.may be irreparably damaged. ,

* Second, you have to develop the depth .to see that the t}lini} (())?
fitting in is a much more mature experience than the; 1l e
being a loner at any cOst. The immature pe_rsona .1ty "
choose to step out of line in order to expenence.ltsbo.
uniqueness: the fact that the overall structure 1S emﬁ
hetraved and damaged is not relevant to such an undevelone
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